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STATE OF NEVADA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
ADVISORY BOARD ON NATURAL RESOURCES

M I N U T E S
Tuesday January 6, 2009 Meeting
Meeting Place

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Richard H. Bryan Building

901 South Stewart Street

2nd Floor, Tahoe Hearing Room

Carson City, Nevada

-Video Conferenced to-

Division of Environmental Protection Office
2030 East Flamingo Road

2nd Floor, Suite 230

Las Vegas, Nevada
MEMBERS PRESENT


                   MEMBERS ABSENT
Don Quilici, Chairman-Conservation Interests           Russ Fields-Mining Industry  
Mike Pavlakis, Vice-Chairman-General Public           Vacant-State Parks Users                                                                      
John Vernarecci-Forestry/Fire Control                       
Gary Clinard-Outdoor Recreation


      
Barbara Curti-Agricultural Industry                                                                                   
OTHERS PRESENT

Allen Biaggi, Director, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
Kay Scherer, Deputy Director, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Pete Anderson, State Forester, Division of Forestry
Bob Conrad, Department Communications Officer

Cathy Barcomb, Administrator, Wild Horse Commission
Jason King, Deputy State Engineer, Division of Water Resources

Dave Morrow, Administrator, Division of State Parks

Leo Drozdoff, Administrator, Division of Environmental Protection

Jennifer Newmark, Administrator, Natural Heritage Program

Jim Lawrence, Administrator, Division of State Lands, Acting Administrator, Conservation Districts
Sandy Quilici, Recording Secretary

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Quilici called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  The Board and audience introduced themselves.

Mr. Biaggi made the announcement that David Byerman, Representative of State Parks Users, has resigned from the Board to accept a position with the Department of Commerce.  Mr. Biaggi would like suggestions from the Board to fill the vacancy, preferably a representative from Southern Nevada.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES*
Chairman Quilici asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the July 14, 2008 meeting.  Mr. Pavlakis made the motion to approve the minutes; Mr. Vernarecci made the 2nd motion.  There was a vote and the motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Quilici asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the October 28, 2008 meeting.  Mr. Pavlakis made the motion to approve the minutes; Mr. Vernarecci made the 2nd motion.  There was a vote and the motion passed unanimously.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN*
Chairman Quilici asked for nominations for the Chairman of the Board. Mr. Pavlakis nominated Don Quilici.  Ms. Curti made the 2nd motion.  There was a vote and Don Quilici was re-elected Chairman.  Chairman Quilici asked for nominations for the Vice-Chairman of the Board.  Ms. Curti nominated Mike Pavlakis.  Mr. Vernarecci made the 2nd motion.  There was a vote and Mike Pavlakis was re-elected Vice-Chairman. 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR AND DIVISION REPORTS
Allen Biaggi, Director Mr. Biaggi informed the Board that the State Engineer, Tracy Taylor, was diagnosed with a brain aneurysm and has had surgery to treat it.  He is recovering and the Deputy State Engineers, Jason King, Kelvin Hickenbottom, and Bob Coache (Southern Nevada) will be assuming his duties.
The overall revenue for the state is down; sales taxes and gaming wins are down.  For fiscal year 2009 there was a second special session which addressed budget reductions of 8½ % additional cuts for DCNR and an additional 4% from State Lands.  The next biennium, 2010-11, DCNR has been asked to prepare a budget scenario of up to 34% cuts.
The Governor will present his recommendations at his State of the State address on January 15th.  There has been talk of agency consolidations, but DCNR has not been mentioned.  The Governor’s recommendations will have to be approved by the Legislature.

The SAGE (Spending and Government Efficiency) Commission has recommended a review of employee health subsidies, a review of retirement benefits for active and retired employees, a review of fees that agencies charge, and a comprehensive State Lands inventory for evaluation. 
Some items to be considered will be possible pay cuts, reduced benefits, elimination of pay step increases and no COLA’s for the next biennium.

In regards to the Board, there will be little travel, the meetings will continue to be video-conferenced and there will be no field trips.

Chairman Quilici asked if the additional cuts could result in layoffs.  Mr. Biaggi said we have avoided layoffs; DEP has fee or federally funded positions that have been held open so employees that may be laid off can fill those positions.  
Mr. Vernarecci asked if there was any federal help available.  Mr. Biaggi said indirectly the stimulus package could help.

Mr. Biaggi said the Legislature starts February 2nd; budget hearings will begin the last 2 weeks of January.  DCNR’s agenda is small; some of the bills will include defensible space guidelines for NDF, adequate funding for special assessment fire districts and to formalize the Conservation Camp Program by statute.  DEP has clean-up bills for language modifications for the Board to Finance Water Projects and the Safe Drinking Water Program. We are also proposing bonding for the Environmental Improvement Program at Lake Tahoe.  We are tracking about 256 bills.  Mr. Biaggi provided a handout (See Attachment I).  These include issues related to climate change, water, waste disposal, public trusts, utility identification locations, vehicle emissions, invasive species, recycling, solid waste, renewable energy, wilderness areas, toxic mold and more.  On January 15th there will be Legislative training for our employees and the Board is invited to attend.  
Chairman Quilici asked about bill 2287 regarding changes to affordable housing and how DCNR is involved?  Jim Lawrence, State Lands Administrator, explained that bills related to planning are tracked because the State Land Use Planning Agency prepares a book called “Laws Related to Planning” and would need the Legislative input.  Chairman Quilici asked about bill AB17 concerning stealing street lights.  Kay Scherer, Deputy Director, explained that State Parks has law enforcement officers and until a bill draft request is formed into a bill with a more complete explanation it is kept on the list.  This particular bill no longer applies to us as written.
Mr. Biaggi said he and Leo Drozdoff, Administrator for Environmental Protection, will be going to San Francisco for the Western States Wildlife Administrator’s Meeting to address the quagga mussel and invasive aquatic species problems.
Mr. Biaggi said he, Jason King, Deputy State Engineer, and others are continuing negotiations with Utah for a settlement of water allocations in Snake Valley; there has been some progress.

Regarding TRPA, Mr. Biaggi will continue as Chairman for the next two years.  TRPA will close its North Lake Tahoe Office.  Since the Shorezone Plan passed, there has been litigation from homeowners and environmental groups.  The TRPA Regional Plan will come out this year.  Of the 15 member board, there are 6 new members.
Pete Anderson, State Forester Mr. Anderson provided a handout to the members (See Attachment II) and went over the handout items which included a report on the East Slide Ridge Fire in northern Nevada.  Chairman Quilici asked if the Conservation Camps would be affected by budget cuts?  Mr. Anderson replied that if the Department of Corrections makes reductions it would impact the camps. 
Jason King, Deputy State Water Engineer Mr. King said in December a ruling was issued concerning a water transfer from Lake Valley to Coyote Springs.  This was a change of water for agricultural use to municipal use.  The asking transfer was for 12,000 acre feet and DWR granted 9,000 acre feet.  After a time there may be more water granted.  The decision has not been appealed.  

An order was issued for Amargosa Valley that there will be no points of diversion within a 25 mile radius of Devil’s Hole where the endangered Devil’s Hole pupfish is located.  If the water levels decline too much, the pupfish die.  This order has been appealed.









Devil’s Hole Pupfish
A well spacing order was issued for the Robinson Mine near Ely.  This is a more efficient way to manage water at a large mining site.

At the 2007 Legislature, DWR was given the authority to assess fines.  It was required by the bill that a report be submitted to LCB outlining DWR’s efforts to establish regulations that outline how the fines will be assessed.  The report was submitted December 30th.  The regulations will go into effect July 1, 2009.  
DWR is updating hearing regulations at this time and working on reducing a backlog of hearing applications.  Mr. King gave precipitation totals for year to date:  Walker River Basin is 91%, Truckee River is 88%, Lake Tahoe Basin is 87%, Carson River is 91%, Upper Humboldt is 120%, and the Lower Humboldt is 94%; these numbers look good at this time.
Ms. Curti said BDR 503 talks about providing an appropriation to the State Engineer to develop a hydrologic database for water basins in Nevada; don’t we have one?  Mr. Biaggi said we’re not exactly sure of what is being asked.  All of the basins are evaluated per perennial yield.  This new requirement would cost money that is not likely from this Legislative Session.  Ms. Curti asked if the data available now is enough for making interbasin transfer decisions.  Mr. King said yes, we do collect data from USGS and DRI.
Mr. Pavlakis asked when a decision is made in water transfers like Coyote Springs, is future growth considered?  Mr. King replied there are about 9 criteria that are considered and future use is one.

Ms. Curti told Mr. King that she appreciated the comment of the protection of existing water rights in basins and that future growth is considered in the decisions.

Leo Drozdoff, Administrator, Division of Environmental Protection Mr. Drozdoff said DEP’s oversight body is the State Environmental Commission.  The members are governor appointees and state agency heads.  The Commission reviews DEP’s regulatory proposals and adopts them before DEP goes to the Legislative Commission.  The SEC approves fines that are generated through the Air Program.  Items before the Commission include a cap and trade program which has two parts.  The first is to establish a greenhouse gas reporting requirement for electric generation which was done in November.  The Climate Change Registry will use the Nevada gas reporting requirements as a pilot program for other states.  The 2nd part is to update the greenhouse gas inventory in Nevada.  That report will be submitted to the Director, Governor’s Office and LCB on or before January 15th.  Then the inventory report will be available on the DCNR website.
Mr. Pavlakis asked if Nevada could use alternative fuels such as nuclear or coal?  Mr. Drozdoff replied that nuclear energy is not viable here and there are three proposed coal fired power plants for Nevada. Mr. Vernarecci asked if the coal would come from out of state; Mr. Drozdoff said yes, Nevada does not produce enough.
Mr. Drozdoff said the Bureau of Water Quality has developed a ten year plan to review and update all of Nevada’s water quality standards.  The molybdenum standards have been updated.
The arsenic standards have been lowered and there is money needed to help the smaller utilities comply.  DEP has granted some exemptions in hopes the treatment costs will come down.
10:30 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. BREAK
Chairman Quilici called the meeting back to order.
DIVISION REPORTS CONTINUED
Dave Morrow, Administrator, Division of State Parks Mr. Morrow said the annual Fire and Ice event will be January 17th-18th at Cave Lake near Ely.  This year it will be combined with the 100th anniversary of the Ghost Train in Ely with fireworks to be shot off of the train.  This successful parks event brings visitors to the park and the community.
State Parks has been working with TRPA in putting in place a boat inspection program.  The funding comes from TRPA.  There have been inspectors ready with hours that are agreeable for fishermen.  Spooner Lake is open to ice fishing.
Visitation is down in most parks, but areas close to larger cities are up; Valley of Fire is up 4%, Big Bend, and Spring Mountain Ranch are also up.  
With the current economic situation, the State Parks construction bids are coming in at lower costs.  More bids are being submitted at competitive prices.

Mr. Biaggi said there is a bill concerning Off Highway Vehicles (OHV) proposed.
Mr. Clinard said at the Logandale Trails System (near Valley of Fire Park) one of the trails was closed and a “no overnight camping per Valley of Fire Park” sign has been placed at area where motor homes could park.  Mr. Morrow said he will look into the “no camping” sign as that area is not part of Valley of Fire Park.  He also said parks has issues with riders not staying on the trails in that area.  Mr. Clinard said he will follow the OHV bill.
Jim Lawrence, Administrator, Division of State Lands and Acting Administrator, Conservation Districts Mr. Lawrence said the State Lands Office holds the titles to State Lands except for NDOT’s, the University system and the Legislature.  State Lands is responsible for navigable waterways and sovereign lands.  The bed and banks of the Colorado River in Nevada are under State Lands’ jurisdiction.  There are 330 acres adjacent to the Colorado River that are contested.  There was legislation that allowed the Colorado River Commission to purchase this land from BLM for the citizens of Laughlin.  There was a bill passed that said the land should be quit claimed to Clark County.  It states that the State Land Registrar (Mr. Lawrence) and the Colorado River Commission should file this claim.  Two quit claims were filed, but they did not match.  The Colorado River Commission included the 330 acres along the Colorado River.  State Lands believes that State Lands does not have the authority to transfer.  On December 31, 2008, Clark County filed a lawsuit against State Lands requiring that the land be quit claimed.  State Lands will continue to address the litigation.  
Mr. Lawrence said the Pine Creek property (80 acres) in the Red Rock Recreational Area has been sold to BLM and the funds ($14.5 million) are in an account that will help State Parks with maintenance.  This was approved by the 2007 session of the Legislature.
Through the Q1 Program, the Department of Wildlife has acquired the Snowstorm property (7000 acres) in west Elko County along the Idaho border to protect wildlife habitat.

The Q1 Program has given a grant to Lyon County to acquire the Walker Property which is 40 acres adjacent to Dayton State Park and along the Carson River.  Washoe County has received a grant for a five acre acquisition in the Tahoe Meadows area adjacent to Incline Lakes for recreational purposes.  Planning has started on a recreational trail in Douglas County, the Genoa Foothill Trail.  It will eventually connect with the Tahoe Rim Trail.  
The Tahoe EIP (Environmental Improvement Program) is working on a plan and funding to remove Asian clams from Lake Tahoe.  
Fuels reduction work is ongoing – there is prescribed and slash burning at Lake Tahoe as the weather permits.

The next round of the Lake Tahoe License Plate Program is coming up.  There have been 14 applications. An advisory committee will decide the recipients.
State Lands will closely follow AB18 which authorizes the continuation of the EIP program for the next ten years ($100 million in bonds).
The State Land Use Planning Agency provides technical planning for local governments.  It helps provide counties with master plans and ordinances.  State Lands helps counties update public lands policies.
Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act (SNPLMA) is in its 10th round with about $20 million.  State Lands competes for funds for projects.

Mr. Lawrence is the Executive Officer of The Nevada Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (NTRPA).  The NTRPA has jurisdiction over the Lake Tahoe casinos and recently approved the demolition of the Tahoe Biltmore at north Stateline.  A new hotel will be built in the same land area with a different appearance.  
Jennifer Newmark, Administrator, Nevada Natural Heritage Program Ms. Newmark said there is a new project regarding global climate change and the effects on wildlife in Nevada.  The Department of Wildlife, Diversity Bureau, was awarded a Q1 grant to add a chapter to the Wildlife Action Plan on global climate change.  Natural Heritage is a partner in this project along with the Nature Conservancy, the Great Basin Bird Observatory, and the Lahontan Audubon Society.  Natural Heritage’s part has two components:  1st is to look at the local species already identified in the Wildlife Action Plan and assess these for their susceptibility to climate change; and 2nd is to compile data and map occurrences of the species identified and rank them.  There will be a temporary biologist hired to help with this. 
Ms. Newmark provided a handout (See Attachment III) that is a Climate Change Index which will provide a standard way of assessing how species will respond to climate change.  Nevada will be one of the first states to test the indexing. 
Natural Heritage recently did a comprehensive update of federally listed Nevada plants which was provided to NatureServe.  NatureServe is updating the national information. 
Cathy Barcomb, Administrator, Wild Horse Commission Ms. Barcomb said there is an in depth article in the January issue of Nevada magazine on wild horses that presents good information on the issues.
BLM is completing a gather in the Callahan Range of 1450 horses.  The horses were weakened from poor forage and needed to be removed from the area.  The next gather is in the Buffalo Hills near Winnemucca and is planned to gather five to six hundred horses.  

The Foundation’s funding will be depleted around March of 2010.

Ms. Curti said this controversial issue has gone on a long time and there are no answers.  How do we support a healthy range and a healthy group of horses?  Now there are domestic horses being turned out and they will not survive.  It is an ongoing problem.
UPDATES ON WEB DEVELOPMENT AND RECENT DCNR NEWS Bob Conrad, Department Communications Officer, said there is a new web video of the Dangberg Ranch on YouTube that highlights the history of the ranch and shows some of the Christmas decorations.
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT AND DISCUSSION There were no comments.

BOARD DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS* Chairman Quilici suggested the Board send a letter of thanks to resigning member David Byerman and it was agreed.
Mr. Clinard said he would like to suggest Barbara Rohde to fill the State Parks Users position on the Board.  Ms. Rohde is a retired State Parks employee who worked at Cathedral Gorge State Park and Mr. Clinard said she would be a good choice.  Mr. Biaggi said he will talk to her and see if she is interested.
Mr. Pavlakis suggested sending a get well note to Tracy Taylor from the Board and it was agreed. 
Mr. Pavlakis said perhaps the Board could encourage the Governor and Legislative Committees to consider step increases in user fees and permits that would assist in covering costs.  If the costs are stepped it would be more acceptable to the public.  He asked for a recommendation from the Board.  *Mr. Pavlakis moved that the Chairman write a letter from the Board to the Governor, the Speaker of the Assembly and the Senate Majority Leader that the officials consider and adopt step increases in user fees and other revenue items to offset costs and provide a sense of continuity to the public.  Ms. Curti seconded the motion.  There was a vote and the motion passed.
Mr. Pavlakis said regarding budget reductions that may include reduced pay and benefits for employees, there should be included a measure that the pay and benefits will be reinstated when the economy is better.  *Mr. Pavlakis made a motion that the Chairman write a letter from the Board stating that once the budget reductions are put in place, it should be added that pay and benefit reductions will be restored in better economic times.  This is so we don’t lose our experienced and valued employees. Mr. Vernarecci made the 2nd motion.  There was a vote and the motion passed unanimously.
FUTURE MEETING CONSIDERATIONS The next meeting will be in mid June after the conclusion of the Legislative Session.

Ms. Curti said how much she appreciated that Allen, as the Director, attends the meetings and provides comprehensive reports.

ADJOURN Chairman Quilici adjourned the meeting at 12:00 p.m.
Sandy Quilici, Recording Secretary
These minutes should be considered draft minutes pending their approval at the next meeting of the Advisory Board on Natural Resources. Corrections could be made prior to approval.

This meeting was recorded to a CD. Anyone wishing to listen to the CD may call Sandy Quilici at (775) 684-2714 for an appointment.  The CD will be retained for three years.







	ALLEN BIAGGI 


	  Director


                   


State of Nevada


Department of Conservation and Natural Resources


Office of the Director


Richard H. Bryan Building


901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 5001


Carson City, Nevada 89701-5244


Telephone (775) 684-2700


Facsimile (775) 684-2715


www.dcnr.nv.gov


  





	


	


	KAY SCHERER


	Deputy Director








Don Quilici, Chair	Conservation Interests


Mike Pavlakis	General Public


Barbara Curti	Agricultural Industry


Russ Fields	Mining Industry


John Vernarecci	Forestry/Fire Control


Gary Clinard	Outdoor Recreation


David Byerman	State Park Users





JIM GIBBONS


Governor








�

















