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STATE OF NEVADA
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
ADVISORY BOARD ON NATURAL RESOURCES

M I N U T E S
Wednesday August 12, 2009
Meeting Place

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Richard H. Bryan Building

901 South Stewart Street

2nd Floor, Tahoe Hearing Room

Carson City, Nevada

-Video Conferenced to-

Division of Environmental Protection Office
2030 East Flamingo Road

2nd Floor, Red Rock Room
Las Vegas, Nevada
MEMBERS PRESENT


                   MEMBERS ABSENT
Don Quilici, Chairman-Conservation Interests           Gary Clinard-Outdoor Recreation  
Mike Pavlakis, Vice-Chairman-General Public           
John Vernarecci-Forestry/Fire Control                    
Russ Fields-Mining Industry    
Barbara Curti-Agricultural Industry 
Barbara Rohde-State Parks Users                                                                                  
OTHERS PRESENT

Leo Drozdoff, Administrator, Division of Environmental Protection

Pete Anderson, State Forester, Division of Forestry
Bob Conrad, Department Communications Officer

Cathy Barcomb, Administrator, Wild Horse Commission
Tracy Taylor, State Engineer, Division of Water Resources
Kelvin Hickenbottom, Deputy State Engineer, Division of Water Resources

Dave Morrow, Administrator, Division of State Parks

Jim Lawrence, Administrator, Division of State Lands, Acting Administrator, Conservation Districts
Kevin Hill, Q-1 Program Coordinator

Sandy Quilici, Recording Secretary

Dean Baker

Susan Lynn

Abby Johnson

Cy Ryan

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Quilici called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Chairman Quilici announced that he would attend the morning meeting only.  Vice-Chairman Pavlakis will oversee the afternoon meeting.  Chairman Quilici welcomed Barbara Rohde, the new Parks Users board member who attended in Las Vegas.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES*
*Chairman Quilici asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the January 6, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Pavlakis made the motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Curti made the 2nd motion.  There was a vote and the motion passed unanimously.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR AND DIVISION REPORTS
Leo Drozdoff, Administrator for the Division of Environmental Protection Mr. Drozdoff said he will give the Director’s Report as Allen Biaggi is in Las Vegas at Snake Valley Water Talks with Utah Natural Resources Director Mike Styler.  Deputy Kay Scherer is in Las Vegas at an Employee Management Committee Meeting.
State revenues continue to be down and there is talk of the need for a special legislative session; there could be further budget cuts.
There has been a large turnover in the Governor’s Office staff; Robin Reedy is the new Chief of Staff and former Assemblyman Lynn Hettrick is the Deputy Chief of Staff.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funds (stimulus dollars) the department has received will require additional time for record keeping, reporting and meetings.
As a budget reduction measure, the legislature approved a one day monthly furlough plan.  A DCNR policy was put in place that allows for one day of unpaid leave to be taken each month.  The employees were asked to provide a schedule of the furlough days to maintain coverage of the agencies.  There are some exemptions in Forestry (firefighters) and Parks (seasonals).
Allen Biaggi and other department administrators will be attending the Lake Tahoe Summit on August 20th. Some topics will be invasive aquatic species and the Tahoe EIP Plans.  
The Owyhee River Water Agreement has been finalized and passed in Congress.  This was twenty years of negotiations and is an agreement between upstream water users and the Duck Valley Tribe.  Former DCNR Director Pete Morros was the chief negotiator.
Dave Morrow, Administrator of State Parks Mr. Morrow welcomed Barbara Rohde as the new State Parks Users representative.  As a former State Parks employee, Barbara is an advocate for State Parks and also tourism and interpretation.  She is a good choice for the board.
State Parks visitation is up 7.8%.  There has been a 3% increase in fee collection which is good as fees are a part of Parks budget.
Parks has worked out their furlough schedules; there have been some exemptions.  We are grateful there is only one monthly furlough day.
The boat ramp at Sand Harbor was closed August 5th due to low water levels.  The Cave Rock boat launch is open.  The boat inspection program is in place.  Local fishermen that fish at other area lakes are finding this expensive as their boat has to be inspected each time they fish a different lake and return to Lake Tahoe.
Chairman Quilici had commented that the Wild Horse Park did not have adequate snow removal equipment.  There has been funding received and there is new snow removal equipment including a snow blower.  Park Ranger Andrew Bass says thank you to Chairman Quilici.

There have been some vacant positions filled including four positions in the Panaca region.

Chairman Quilici commented that Cave Lake State Park looks great and is well maintained.

Ms. Curti asked if the quagga mussel program is adequate.  Mr. Morrow said getting the inspection program in place has helped.  There have been five boats found contaminated.  The private homeowners do not need to be checked and this could be a problem.  At some point non-motorized boats need to be included. There needs to be a more expedient way to decontaminate the boats.  There has been discussion for centralized inspection locations rather than at the ramps.
Ms. Rohde said that the eastern Nevada lakes will need inspections, especially with the proximity to Lake Mead.  Mr. Morrow agreed and said there can be impacts to fisheries and irrigation.
Jim Lawrence, Administrator of State Lands and Acting Administrator of Conservation Districts Mr. Lawrence said his staff is doing well considering the furloughs and budget cuts and hope there are no more.  Conservation Districts has a limited staff of three employees that deserve credit for their work.  Conservation Districts had 4 of the commissioners on the State Conservation Commission end their terms on June 30th.  The Governor’s Office reappointed two commissioners, Eric Rieman from Carson Valley and Vance Vesco from Big Meadow.  There are two new commissioners, Joseph Fortier from Clark County (replaces Judy Currier) and James Leland Wallace is the at-large member (replaces Keith Whipple).  
The Commission met on July 28th and all 28 Conservation Districts were found to be in good standing.  This is not easy for all the districts.  If they are not in good standing they are not eligible to receive state grant monies.  The grants were $5,000 per district, but due to budget reductions they are now $4,200.  The districts can attract other federal dollars; cumulatively the districts were able to match the state dollars at a ratio of $21 to every dollar appropriated.  These dollars go to noxious weed abatement projects, water quality improvement, watershed management and public education.
The Nevada Tahoe Conservation District helped to plant trees in the Angora Fire burned area at Lake Tahoe. The Mason and Smith Valley Districts were recognized at the National Meeting of Conservation Districts for their efforts in noxious weed identification, weed mapping, and abatement of weeds along the Walker River.
A partnership has been formed between State Lands and the Southern Nevada Conservation District.  State Lands is in charge of the Mt. Charleston License Plate Program which issues grants to local public agencies for environmental improvements in the Mt. Charleston area.  The Conservation District will now be the local sponsor of many of these projects.
The annual State Conservation Districts meeting will be in Fallon on November 3rd and 4th.  
The State Lands Office is getting a new database system that will be linked through the web to GIS.  This has been a two year project; it will allow the user to bring up land sites and the associated data.  In going through the data there was found about $100,000 in leases or easement fees that have been due to the state.  This project will pay for itself and save time.  
State Lands has been working with the National Guard on solar project leases.  The Guard would like to have solar contracts and leases on these sites to generate enough power for the facility to be independent.
State Lands has been working with BLM and the Nature Conservancy for reciprocal easements along the Truckee River.  The Nature Conservancy has sponsored 4-5 projects along the Truckee River east of the Reno Sparks area to restore the river back to “Living River Condition”.  Ms. Curti commented on the increased amount of people using the river these days and the amount of support of the river.
The State Land Use Planning Agency (SLUPA) has been helping rural counties with developing master plans.  The town of Austin (Lander County) has recently adopted a master plan with SLUPA help.  SLUPA is also working with Lincoln and Esmeralda counties in developing public land policy plans.  
There will be a planning grant awarded from the Department of Defense that will help facilitate a joint land use planning agreement with the National Guard facility in North Las Vegas.

Assembly Bill 18 was passed at the last legislature that will continue the support of the Environmental Improvement Program at Lake Tahoe.  It authorizes $100,000,000 over the next 10 years.  EIP is a partnership with local governments, the state of California, and the federal government.
The state has been successful to get over one million dollars in federal grants through the Southern Nevada Public Lands Management Act for fuels projects at Lake Tahoe.  There have been 1600 acres treated in the general forested areas in Lake Tahoe State Parks.  Part of the fuels reduction materials have been used for bio-mass at the Northern Nevada Correctional Facility.  
Water clarity at Lake Tahoe was static for the last year. A decline was not reported. Ten million dollars in water quality projects is scheduled over the next two seasons.  Some of this is work by Nevada Department of Transportation on the highways and grants from local governments.  

State Lands is partnering with the Army Corps of Engineers for stream restoration work on Third and Rosewood Creeks at Incline Village which are critical watersheds.
There is an aquatic invasive species management plan that is just about completed and hopefully will be signed off by Nevada, California, and the Secretary of the Interior soon.  This will address invasive plants and non-native fish that are in the Lake.  State Lands has partnered with the Lake Tahoe Conservation District and the Army Corps of Engineers for funds to remove Asian clams at Marla Bay.

The Q1 program has had two grant rounds per year, but due to declining revenue it will now be one round per year.
Ms. Curti asked if the new GIS database can be accessed by the public from the website.  Mr. Lawrence said it is still being put in place and eventually it will be.
10:00 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. BREAK
Chairman Quilici called the meeting back to order.
DIVISION REPORTS CONTINUED
Pete Anderson, State Forester Mr. Anderson provided a handout (See Attachment 1).  This year’s fire season has been quiet for Nevada.  The effort to resolve the annual fire “borrowing” crisis continues.  There is a bill in Congress to focus on funding and not borrowing to stop the impacts on other natural resource management programs.  The State Foresters are continuing work on a “national wildfire policy”.  
Mr. Anderson said the pine beetles, the pinion sawfly and pinion needle scale continue to be problems in Nevada.  The transport of firewood between states has spread the bugs.  NDF is looking at ways of controlling this spread.
Ms. Rohde asked about the juniper ips beetles which have been a problem in eastern Nevada (particularly Beaver Dam State Park) and if there are fuels reduction plans for that area.  Mr. Anderson said yes; we have some stimulus dollars to go to Beaver Dam and Spring Valley Parks for fuels reduction projects.
Ms. Curti asked about thinning the areas.  Mr. Anderson said there is work in Lake Tahoe State Park to do this. 

NDF has stimulus funded projects located in Lincoln County. The first round projects are fuels reduction plans for a NDOT right-of-way project, Beaver Dam and Spring Valley Parks and the town of Pioche.   There will also be noxious weed treatment and tree planting in Pioche.  The second round projects are fuels reduction projects for Washoe and Lyon Counties. 

The division received CIP funds for upgrades to the Minden and Elko dispatch centers and the Aviation Hanger.  The division purchased “Fleetmate” software to help better manage vehicles and equipment.

NDF has connected the two state nurseries to the internet via antenna and the camps to the Department of Corrections.  This saves over cable connection fees.
Ms. Rohde asked if any conservation camps were closed after the legislature.  Mr. Anderson said the Silver Springs Camp was closed a year ago because of low female inmate population.  The female inmates are all in the Jean Conservation Camp now.  There were no other camps closed.  

Rich Harvey is the new Deputy State Forester.

Furloughs have been a challenge.  Some exemptions needed for NDF’s 24/7 fire stations and the county funded seasonal firefighters.  In case of a fire, furloughs can be deferred to the next month(s).
The Nevada Blue Ribbon Oversight Committee will have its first public meeting next week.  California has not formed their committee yet.

Cathy Barcomb, Wild Horse Administrator Ms. Barcomb said BLM will have a horse gather at the Seaman and White River areas.  There will be a gather in Caliente and the Tobin Range in October.  The Calico complex will start in December.  There will be the Eagle complex and Hickison for 75 burros.  This will be a total of 4500 horses.  

The R.O.A.M. bill has passed in the House and now goes to the Senate.
In the west Douglas Herd Area there was a judgment that BLM does not have the legal ability to close herd areas.  BLM can remove excess, but not close an area.
The Wild Horse Commission will sunset in March/April of 2010.  The Department of Agriculture has closed their estray program.  

Ms. Curti asked how involved the Nevada senators have been.  Ms. Barcomb said Senator Ensign has not been too involved; Senator Reid has been working Mrs. Pickens for the horses in the Winecup Ranch area.  
Ms. Curti asked if this board should consider a letter to our senators about the R.O.A.M. Bill stating what we support and don’t support.  Ms. Barcomb said the part of the bill that says horses would be kept for 60 days and then returned to the range we would not support.  Mr. Drozdoff suggested that Allen Biaggi and Ms. Barcomb could meet and form a draft letter that can be provided to the Chairman.  Chairman Quilici said the item will be discussed during the Board Discussion and Recommendations on the afternoon agenda.
Tracy Taylor, State Water Engineer Mr. Taylor was welcomed back by the board after his recent absence.  Mr. Taylor said there is a new fee schedule as of July 1st, 2009.  In the last legislative session DWR was cut 11.4 positions and with the increase in fees we gained 7 positions back.  All applications charged per acre foot went from $2.00 to $3.00 per acre foot.  The largest increase was in irrigation rights.  Previously they were $200; now they are $250 plus $3.00 an acre foot.  There was previously not a fee if a permit was cancelled and reinstated.  There is a now a $300 fee.  There were no fees for waivers for drilling wells; there is now a $200 fee.  
Also starting July 1st, 2009, the division can issue fines and penalties for overpumping or illegal usage.

The number of backlog applications 4 years ago was 4000; we are now done to 1500 applications.
There has been a decrease in subdivision reviews.  In Las Vegas there were previously 20-30 subdivision applications per week.  In the last eleven weeks there were two.  Mining is still keeping DWR busy with applications.
There is litigation in Kobe Valley with the General Moly Mine (molybdenum); DWR issued the permits and the permits were appealed by Eureka County and others.

The Robinson Mine in Ely is operating again.  The mine had closed because of dewatering from Murray Springs.  Murray Springs is a major water source for Ely.  The springs were going down drastically from the dewatering. We have worked with the mine and Ely to resolve this.  There are temporary measures in place.
Mr. Pavlakis asked about the continued use of the Murray Spring’s water.  Mr. Taylor said there need to be new wells drilled in the area.

Nevada Natural Heritage Program Leo Drozdoff gave the agency report for the administrator, Jennifer Newmark.  Mr. Drozdoff said the program has hired a biologist, Kristin Szabo, to head the Index of Species Vulnerability to Climate Change Project.  She had indexed 60 species up to this time.   
Heritage employees have attended two national conservation conferences of NatureServe and presented two professional talks on the process and the progress of the Climate Change Indexing Project.  Nevada agencies were the focus of a paper to the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  This document features the Climate Change Vulnerability Index and will help other states to address climate change within the scope of their Wildlife Action Plan.  Nevada has been a leader in addressing climate change with respect to wildlife.  Natural Heritage is preparing for an upcoming workshop to help indexing efforts.
The Heritage Program has uploaded over 12,000 weed records in Lincoln, Nye and White Pine counties.  Heritage is preparing a statewide weed map to submit to the Department of Agriculture.  Funding for the weed mapping project should end in January 2010.  To extend the money and the position, on a partime basis, the weed mapper will continue mapping weed occurrences. The other 50% of the time will be spent updating and incorporating backlog data from Clark County.

The Clark County project of mapping and incorporating backlogged species data from Clark County is a newly funded project by Clark County.  This will focus on sensitive species that are listed under the multiple species habitat conservation plan.  
For the Springs Project; over 500 spring sources have been mapped, of which 170 have been visited in the field.  A Heritage biologist maps the surrounding vegetation and the condition of the spring and conducts an aquatic survey of spring snails.  This effort should be completed by October.  Fall and winter work on this project will include data analysis and development of the Springs Conservation Plan.  This is a partnership with the Nature Conservancy and DRI.
Agency biologists have been assisting with field surveys on toads, frogs, bats, fish and birds. Heritage continues to answer data requests.

Leo Drozdoff, Administrator of the Division of Environmental Protection Mr. Drozdoff said at the last legislative session DEP was able to make minor changes to the Board for Financing Water Projects Program. The Program can get sub grants and consistent funding to communities and move money more effectively.
DEP worked with Senator Parks and Assemblywoman Pierce on an E-Waste Proposal.  DEP agreed to do a study to work with any interested parties as well as industry to identify the E-Waste Programs available and the needs.  DEP will meet with industry groups on August 19th.  It is a two year study and DEP will form recommendations.
DEP worked with Senator Schneider regarding alternate fuels to update the statutes.  There was statutory language that needed to be updated and now it is required to be updated periodically through a regulatory process.

There was a meth clean-up bill passed to establish standards and regulatory measures.

DEP applied for and received a $19.2 million grant for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund from stimulus money.  This is for wastewater projects for the smaller rural areas.
Safe Drinking Water has received $19.5 million.  The Board to Finance Water Projects approved funding for 6 projects.  

DEP received grants for the Diesel Emission Retrofit Program to replace older school buses.  There were 17 new buses purchased.

UPDATES ON WEB DEVELOPMENT AND RECENT DCNR NEWS Bob Conrad, Department Communications Officer, said he has been doing site visits to State Parks to shoot video and take pictures.  Division of Forestry has a new website.  DCNR is now on Facebook.
Mr. Pavlakis thanked Bob for the foresight to add the Department to Twitter and Facebook.  Bob said he had help from Water Resources IT staff.  
Ms. Rohde said the Facebook page for State Parks that included Cathedral Gorge State Park was very nice.

UPDATE ON Q1 PROJECTS Kevin Hill, Q1 Coordinator with State Lands, provided a handout of his PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 2).  Mr. Hill went over the items in the handout.  Mr. Hill said they are setting the stage for Q2 which will require voter approval of an additional property tax.  The Treasurer’s Office has until June 2014 to sell all the bonds related to this program.
12:00 LUNCH
1:10 VICE-CHAIRMAN PAVLAKIS CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER
PRESENTATION ADDRESSING LAS VEGAS VALLEY’S FUTURE WATER NEEDS Dean Baker provided a handout and gave a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 3).  Mr. Baker said Nevada and Utah have negotiated an agreement of the division of Snake Valley water.  The agreement will be released shortly. 
Mr. Baker went over the effects of drawing down an aquifer (refer to the attachment).  
Mr. Baker gave examples in eastern Nevada of what farming and pumping has done to the springs and water in the area.  He showed the wildlife and plant life in the area and said that drawing the water table down will have a negative impact.   He said that pumping was not done in the valley until the ‘70’s when electricity came.  After that is when ponds and springs started drying up.
The Spring Creek trout rearing station, which is fed from a spring, could be impacted by more pumping. There are units in place to record water levels.  
We cannot allow a pipeline to Las Vegas without considering the consequences.

Ms Curti commented there are laws to protect water rights, but not to protect the amount of pumping.  Mr. Baker said the law does not define the drawdowns.
Ms. Curti asked how do we set the drawdown limits; can we tell Las Vegas to stop at some point once the pipeline is in place?  Tracy Taylor said there is a process to make the best decision.  Data is collected, hearings are held, and experts are consulted. There is monitoring if the water is approved.  The Snake Valley hearing has not been held yet.  
Mr. Pavlakis encouraged Mr. Baker to continue his mission.
Ms. Rohde said she is from Lincoln County and supports Mr. Baker.

Ms. Curti asked what Mr. Baker would like from the board?

Mr. Baker said legislation is needed for an acceptable measure of drawdowns in exporting water from an aquifer or basin.

Ms. Curti said we could agendize an item to have a legislator look at this and propose legislation.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT AND DISCUSSION Susan Lynn is with Great Basin Water Network.  Ms. Lynn said our focus is working with rural communities to protect their water resources.  The interbasin transfer requested by SNWA is 200,000 acre feet.  When this is added to other developments it adds up to 300,000 acre feet.  This will impact numerous parks, wildlife refuges, all public lands, and private lands. These applications have tied up the water in eastern Nevada for 20 years.  This has put economic development on hold in these counties.  The Utah/Nevada Snake Valley agreement should be ready tomorrow that divides the water between the two states.  We believe they will use the Barcuss (USGS) figures.  This study says that it is less than 70% reliable.  This leaves concerns for several valleys in White Pine and Lincoln counties.  We urge you to encourage the Governor and Allen Biaggi to hold public comment meetings in eastern Nevada.  Please encourage the Governor to look at this seriously, question the figures and ask for the public hearings.  
Mr. Pavlakis asked about the Great Basin Water Network.  Ms. Lynn said this is a non-profit organization that helps keep the public informed on these types of issues.
Abby Johnson is on the board of the Great Basin Water Network and is a member of Snake Valley Citizens Alliance.  Ms. Johnson lives in Carson City and has a home in Baker, Nevada.  Ms. Johnson said the wildlife refuge Mr. Baker referred to is a national refuge.  The trout rearing station is Department of Wildlife’s.  This is a state agency that is totally dependent on water.  Mr. Baker served on a SNWA committee as they were developing solutions for more water.  The process of drafting the Snake Valley agreement has been closed.  Ms. Johnson would like the board to support a public process and a comment period not only in Las Vegas but in Baker and Ely. Also there should be a Snake Valley person included as part of the agreement.  If the pipeline is done and a time comes to reduce/close it, this authority should be in White Pine County and under local control.  There is no extra water in Snake Valley.
Mr. Pavlakis urged Ms. Johnson to attend the public hearings.

Mr. Pavlakis asked Mr. Taylor if there was a decision on water from White Pine County.  Mr. Taylor said there have been decisions in some basins concerning the pipeline, but not in Snake Valley.

Mr. Pavlakis asked if pumping from the other valleys will affect Snake Valley?  Mr. Taylor said we make the best decisions we can with the information available.
Mr. Fields asked Mr. Taylor if he felt the Snake Valley agreement will affect his process?  Mr. Taylor said the statutes dictate how the process proceeds.

BOARD DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS Mr. Pavlakis said the board had talked earlier about a recommendation on the R.O.A.M. Bill.  Mr. Drozdoff suggested that Allen Biaggi and Cathy Barcomb review the bill and draft a letter for the board’s approval.  Ms. Curti made a motion to do so; Mr. Fields made the second motion.  There was a vote and the motion was approved. 
Ms. Curti made a motion that the board recommend public hearings to be held in the areas where the Snake Valley agreement would impact.  Mr. Vernarecci seconded the motion.  There was a vote and the motion passed.
Ms. Curti commended Mr. Baker on his tenacity and anticipates a fair Snake Valley hearing.
FUTURE MEETING CONSIDERATIONS It was agreed to set the next meeting in October.

ADJOURN Mr. Pavlakis adjourned the meeting at 2:40 p.m.
Sandy Quilici, Recording Secretary
These minutes should be considered draft minutes pending their approval at the next meeting of the Advisory Board on Natural Resources. Corrections could be made prior to approval.

This meeting was recorded to a CD. Anyone wishing to listen to the CD may call Sandy Quilici at (775) 684-2714 for an appointment.  The CD will be retained for three years.
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